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2026 Classroom Innovation Mini Grants
Application Review and Scoring Form
Program Overview: The Classroom Innovation Mini Grants are intended to elevate teacher voice, creativity, and expertise by funding classroom projects designed and implemented by early childhood educators. Funding awards of up to $200 may be awarded monthly while funds are available.
Reviewer Information
Applicant Name: ______________________________________
Center/Program: ______________________________________
Project Title: ________________________________________
Reviewer: ____________________________________________
Review Date: _________________________________________

Eligibility Verification
Applicants must:
· Work directly with children ages birth to five (0-5)
· Work in a licensed or unlicensed early childhood program located in Rutherford, Polk, or McDowell County
· Not have received Classroom Innovation Mini Grant funding within the past year
Eligibility Status  ☐ Eligible ☐ Not Eligible
Scoring Rubric
1. Impact (0–2 Points) Project addresses an identified need of children, families, and/or classroom teachers.
	Score
	Criteria

	0 (Incomplete)
	Unable to identify need.

	0 (Not Recommended)
	Project is unlikely to meet the need, or funding should reasonably be provided through existing program resources or licensing requirements.

	1 (Recommended)
	Project is likely to meet a relevant and responsive need of children and/or families served.

	2 (Strongly Recommended)
	Project is highly likely to meet a significant need, addresses a funding gap, and may strengthen educator leadership or professional practice.


Score Awarded: ____ / 2
Reviewer Comments:
2. Collaboration (0–2 Points) Collaboration with employer/center leadership.
	Score
	Criteria

	0 (Incomplete)
	Employer approval is unclear.

	0 (Not Recommended)
	Employer has not approved the project.

	2 (Recommended)
	Employer has approved the project.

	
	


Score Awarded: _____ / 2
Reviewer Comments:
3. Budget (0–2 Points) Effective and appropriate use of grant funds.
	Score
	Criteria

	0 (Incomplete)
	Budget is missing or unclear.

	0 (Not Recommended)
	Funding request is not clearly connected to the project or supports unrelated expenses.

	1 (Recommended)
	Budget clearly supports successful completion of the project.

	2 (Strongly Recommended)
	Budget is detailed, itemized, clearly justified, and demonstrates classroom teacher control of project funds.


Score Awarded: _____ / 2
Reviewer Comments:
4. Design and Implementation (0–2 Points) Project design, implementation plan, timeline, and use of best practices.
	Score
	Criteria

	0 (Incomplete)
	Project details are missing or unclear.

	0 (Not Recommended)
	Project plan is problematic, does not reflect early childhood best practices, or is not designed and implemented by the classroom teacher.

	1 (Recommended)
	Project plan is clearly defined and reflects early childhood education best practices.

	2 (Strongly Recommended)
	Project plan is thorough, timeline is realistic and clear, reflects best practices, and demonstrates proactive planning for potential challenges.


Score Awarded: ____ / 2
Reviewer Comments:
Total Score
	Category
	Maximum Points
	Score

	
	
	

	Impact
	2
	_____

	Collaboration
	2
	_____

	Budget
	2
	_____

	Design & Implementation
	2
	_____

	TOTAL
	8
	_____



Funding Recommendation
☐ Recommend for Funding, Approved 
☐ Recommend if Additional Funds Become Available
☐ Not Recommended for Funding, Not Approved 
Overall Comments

Committee Decision
Award Amount: $________________
Committee Representative: _______________________________
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