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2026 Classroom Innovation Mini Grants
Program Overview
The Partnership for Children of the Foothills is pleased to offer the 2026 Classroom Innovation Mini Grants to support the creativity, expertise, and leadership of early childhood educators. These grants are designed to empower teachers to develop and implement innovative classroom projects that enhance learning experiences for young children.
Mini-Grants of up to $200 may be awarded to one qualifying project each month while funding is available.
We encourage early educators working directly with children aged through five to apply and share their ideas for meaningful classroom projects that support children, families, and high-quality early learning environments.

Eligibility Requirements
Applicants must meet all of the following requirements:
· Work directly with children ages 0–5 in an early childhood classroom.
· Be employed by a licensed or unlicensed childcare program located in Rutherford, Polk, or McDowell County.
· Serve as the primary designer and implementer of the proposed project.
Additional eligibility guidelines:
· Applicants who are not selected for funding may reapply during future funding cycles with or without revisions to their proposal.
· Applicants who receive funding through the Classroom Innovation Mini Grant program may not apply again for a minimum of six months following their award.

Application Process
Applicants should complete the Classroom Innovation Mini Grant Application in its entirety and provide sufficient detail regarding the proposed project, anticipated impact, implementation plan, and budget.
Applications must be submitted by the last day of each month to be considered during that funding cycle.


Review and Selection Process
Applications will be reviewed monthly by a grant review committee.
The committee will evaluate proposals using the established Classroom Innovation Mini Grant Scoring Rubric, which assesses:
· Eligibility
· Impact
· Collaboration
· Budget
· Design and Implementation
Applicants will be notified of funding decisions during the month following the application deadline.

Questions and Technical Assistance
The Partnership for Children of the Foothills is committed to supporting applicants throughout the grant process.
If you have questions about eligibility, project development, or completing the application, please contact:
Jessica Osteen
Program Director
Email: Jessica@pfcfoothills.org
or
Vanessa Parton
Executive Director
Email: Vanessa@pfcfoothills.org
We look forward to supporting innovative ideas that strengthen early childhood classrooms and enhance learning opportunities for young children throughout Rutherford, Polk, and McDowell Counties.
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